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FROM WILLIAM COOPER

Keokuk, Lee County, Iowa, April 7th, 1851
Dear Uncle,

I wrote to you some eighteen months since, and have
not reed an answer. I once more take my pen in hand to
inform you of my whereabouts, and my prospects. In the
first place, I must inform you, that I have been to Cali-
fornia. I left the Missouri River at Council Bluffs on
the 7th of May last in company with three of my wifes
brothers. We started with nine horses, and two waggons.
On the 28th of the same month, arrived at Ft. Laramie.
We passed through the Omahaws, Pawnees and Sioux
nations; and found them friendly, but thievish. The coun-
try is not susceptible of cultivation. For two hundred
miles of the distance there was not a tree to be seen, and
in fact there is no timber, except a few small cotton-
woods on the Platte River; which River we camped on
nearly every night. Platte River is as wide or wider than
the Mississippi, but very shallow, with quick sand bed.
Ft. Laramie is situated in the forks of the River. It was
formerly an old French trading post, and is now nothing
but a garrison. Government has one horse power saw mill,
and they raft their small pine logs down the Laramie
fork. They were erecting several fine frame buildings.
One of the officers told me, that they could not raise any
vegetables, except a few radishes and lettuce, by highly
manuring. We left Ft. Laramie the same day and arrived
at Salt Lake on the 2ist of June, making one thousand
and ten miles from the Missouri. The route we found
circuitous; crossing several rapid streams, with but a very
little grass. I may as well say a barren dessolate country,
for where we did not find mountains of granite, we found
a perpetual desert; with a little grass on the borders ofouse
